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Introduction: 

 

We are very fortunate to have what is considered one of the finest, safest marine transportation systems in the 

world.  Having said that, we all have a responsibility to ensure that our service and the system remains of highest 

quality, as well as sustainable This responsibility needs to be shared by both governments, provincial, as well as 

federal, taxpayers, communities, the unions and the BCF. 

 

 

Questions/Concerns and Input: 

 

Will MoTI (Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure), and BCF (BC Ferry Inc.) consider operating under a 

newly redesigned model?  

 

Example: Rather than hire high cost CEOs and management, promote staff from within. There must be highly 

qualified staff who can take on demanding roles of leadership. Other ministries operate under this model.   The 

ministry of education promotes from within as do school districts throughout BC. School superintendents start off 

as teachers, advance to principals, district administrators, etc.   

 

Could this present (contracted out) community consultation process, that is costing a few million dollars, have 

been devised in a more cost efficient way? 

Example:  Asking for volunteers with facilitator and consultative experience to organize and manage these 

meetings? There are many of retirees out there with lots of experience and knowledge who would be willing to 

contribute their time, and or at least have their costs covered. 

 

Will the government progress to the point where decisions and planning are made with more emphasis on 

societal, community needs and less ideological, political needs? This would require a shift in philosophical view 

points regarding essential services for the public. In other words; is the profit margin going to dictate essential 

services? Are we heading to a time when ministries of; education, health, attorney general will be mandated to 

have profit margins, and be re-designed in the manner of the present BCF Inc? 

 

Can the Federal Government be pressured to contribute more to our ferry system since the province is 

obligated to follow and enforce federal regulations, laws and guidelines regarding marine safety and 

transportation? 

 

Models for government agencies, and essential services need to have an established  distinct way of operating that 

is influenced less by political ideology and more by creative long term problem solving and “out of the box” 

thinking. 

 

The provincial government needs to project a more transparent and honorable image, especially when it comes 

to their dissemination of information. At times the news seems slanted when it gets to our Island Communities. 

There is a tone of; “us vs. them” in the news. Further, the FACs representing our communities do not seem to be 

listened to, we maybe heard, but listening and hearing do not always mean the same thing. Questions are asked, 

and not always fully answered. 

Examples: Why inland ferry service is free, when there are roads and highways connecting the communities?   

                   Why are Island communities viewed differently than those rural communities connected by 

highways and roads? 

                    What was the real cost savings, if any, that was a result of “privatizing” and creating a ferry 

corporation? 

                     



 

 

There are a number of issues and questions, that the FACs feel have not been fully addressed; much of it 

dealing with statistical information. 

                   There is a sense that these community input sessions with, MoTI/BCF are really a strategy to 

simply (and politically) placate our concerns. We are not really being listened to AND heard. 

 

                 

The sense some of us have is, that the government does not value, or respect the Island communities (and or) that 

these communities DO contribute to the province and our country.  Does the provincial government have a long 

term commitment to support the sustainable of these unique communities? 

 

The majority of us are well aware that everyone needs to give up something, to sacrifice a little, so that our 

ferry/transportation system can remain as; first rate, safe, efficient and sustainable as possible. Everyone, 

including our government needs to put something on the table. Let us work openly, honestly and in a supportive 

relationship to do what is needed. 

 

 

Thank you for listening and hearing, 
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